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Speeding is the Leading Cause of Fatal Crashes
• Speeding accounts for 25% of fatalities

• Since 2020, speeding has increased and 
so have fatalities

• Speeding related fatalities doubled from 
78 deaths in 2018-2019 to 148 deaths in 
2020-2021

• 1,500 speeding related fatalities in NYC 
from July 2020 to June 2025
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A Decade of Safer Streets

Speed Cameras in New York City

• In 2013, state law (VTL 1180-b) authorized 
automated speed enforcement pilot in NYC, which 
began in:

• January 2014: 20 school speed zones, from 
one hour before to one hour after school 
activities, on street abutting school entrance

• June 2014: Expanded to 140 zones
• July 2019: Expanded to 750 zones, within a 

quarter-mile radius of building, 6 AM – 10 PM
• August 2022: 24/7 operation

• Largest urban camera enforcement program in the 
country
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Speed Cameras Work

• NYC has 2,200 speed cameras 
operating at any given time. 

• The fine is $50 whether you get 1 
violation or 100 violations

• Daily violations per camera have 
decreased 94% since 2014 

• In 2024, 76% of vehicles got no more 
than 1-2 violations (not including 
vehicles that got zero)
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But Not for Extreme Recidivists
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• In 2024, 18,668 (0.8%) vehicles got 
more than 15 speed camera violations

• 125 vehicles got more than 100 speed 
camera violations

• Two vehicles got more than 500
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Fewer vehicles get tickets, but remaining vehicles get more.

The Worst are Getting Worse
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Extreme Recidivists are Extremely Dangerous
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Extreme Recidivists are Extremely Dangerous
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Drivers who get FIVE red light 
camera violations are more than 

ONE HUNDRED TIMES as likely to 
be in a crash that results in death or 

severe injury
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Extreme Evaders
License Plate Fraud
• Drivers who attempt to evade cameras by 

defacing or covering their license plates, 
using fake license plates, or having no 
plates at all 

• 3 million events rejected each year 
due to license plate fraud

• In 2023, 45% of events were rejected, 
65% of them were due to license plate 
fraud
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Thank You!

Erin LaFarge
Director of Safety Policy
NYC Department of Transportation
elafarge@nyc.dot.gov
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